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Haphazardness and Happenstance
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20 Your strength will be spent in vain; your land will not give its produce and the tree of the land

will not give its fruit, .

21 If you behave casually with Me and refuse to heed Me, then I shall lay a further blow upon
you — seven ways, like your sins. 2 | will incite the wildlife of the field against you and it wil
leave you bereft of your children, decimate your livestock, and diminish you; and your roads
will become desolate. ’ )

2 Jf despite these you will not be chastised toward Me, and you behave casually with Me,
24 then |, too, will behave toward you with casualness; and I will strike you, even I, seven ways
for your sins. > [ will bring upon you a sword, avenging the vengeance of a covenant, you wil
be gathered into your cities; then I will send a pestilence among you and you will be delivered
into the hand of your enemy. 26 When | break for you the staff of bread, ten women will bake
your bread in one oven, and they will bring back your bread by weight; you will eat and not be
sated.

3 21, ™p My 12%0 OK) — IF YOU BEHAVE CASUALLY WITH ME.
~ that " means casually,’ a3 — by chance,
sometimes.

And so he explains 1771 in the phrase,
explains "p? in,

wa oy — Menachems explains ™1y t1yvn [iw — as an expression of “holding back.”
%4b317 9, — “hold back your foot.”
'mn gy, — “withheld of spirit,” i.e., one who does not give vent to his emotions.

2

interpretation according to Sifra. It means that despite the
punishments, your performance of the commandments will
be haphazard and erratic; you will treat them as a matter of
choice and convenience, rather than as Divinely imposed
obligations. Onkelos renders with stubbomness, meaning
that you will stubbornly refuse to draw close to Me.

Ibn Ezra, Rambam, and R’ Bachya render with happen-
stance, meaning that the people will refuse to recognize that
their misfortunes were Divinely ordained [and that, if care-

fuily and objectively analyzed, the punishments could be.

seen to fit the crime, and therefore, as a clear message to
repent (Or HaChaim)]. Instead, they will insist that every-
thing was a coincidence, the result of natural causes.

SagpassRim - &. of Eaﬁa
X wnia — Our Rabbis said

o175 KK 1Ry — a thing that occurs only
w7Y 1290 12 — So will you behave casually nmyna — about the commandments.+

bRy

-
19 — And so he

71 11w 31991 — This meaning ascribed to the word by Menachem is close  obpnx Sw inunb — to

Onkelos’ translation,® Wiy 13w — in which he uses the meaning “hardness,”
yagit — to hold themselves back

they harden their hearts
themselves close to Me.
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But | would like to extend Rav Hutner’s analogy just a bit.
A person can have a house with many rooms but treat them
differently. One room he decorates lavishly, with expensive
furniture, carpets, window treatments and so forth. The other
room he leaves bare — no carpeting, no wallpaper, no fix-
tures, nothing but bare walls. Then he spends practically all
his time in the decorated room, but hardly any time in the
bare room. Is that living a broad life or a double life?

This then is the tremendous nisayon of the Jew in the
professional world. Is he spending all his time in one of the
rooms or is he giving equal time and effort to both rooms?
5‘: If you are a successful professional, whether a good
lawyer, a good accountant, a good dentist, a good business-
man or a good any other, you undoubtedly invest a lot of
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sweat and toil in your profession. You give it everything
you've got, and you get a real charge out of it. It is surely
exhilarating to come up with a clever strategy to save your
client a bundle of money, to structure the deal, to see the
diagnosis, to do the procedure with precision. It is only nat-
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ural that you should find that thrilling.

—-mBut what about the luri anochi? Does it get at least an
equal investment of time, energy and effort? Far be it from me
to tell anyone not to enjoy his job, not to be a good lawyer, not

+to be a good professional. It would be wrong to do such a
thing. A person has to give his all to everything important that
he does. But that goes a thousandfold for his religious life, for
his Jewishness, for his relationship with the Creator of the
Universe. It is not enough to go through the motions.
Something has to make your life tick, other than the job.

L\

“And you shall sateguard the statutes and laws that a per-

son must do so that he may live by them.” (Vayikra 18:5) The
exact words are vechai bahem, so that he may live by them.
}’ghe Chiddushei HaRim understands these words to mean that
Ta person has to draw his chiyus, his vitality, from the per-
formance of the mitzvos. He can’t just fulfill his obligations
perfunctorily. They have to become his very breath of life.




23 v
People today are learning Daf Yomi. That’s a wonderful
thing, a complete‘d“af every day. But what*has the Daf Yomi
become? Has it become merely like saying Tehillim or
Ashrei? Do we daven the Daf Yomi? Do people who have the
ability to learn more content themselves with Daf Yomi,
thinking that they’'ve fulfilled their daily Torah'study obliga-
tioris and can now spend some time on other pursuits? Does
learning Daf Yomi get them off the hook, so to speak?
People have to challenge themselves. For some, learning
Daf Yomi even on a superficial level is without doubt a
tremendous achievement. For others, simply learning a little
Mishnayos is _a daunting challenge. But if you’re beyond
that, then Daf Yomi does not get you off the hook. You have
to plunge into the depths of the Yam HaTalmud with all your
strength and skills. You have to live in it — and live from it.
It is not enough to get your thrills, your excitement, your
exhilaration from your career. You have to get at least as
much from the juri anochi. Because if you don't, that Jewish
room in your house will remain bare and unfurnished.
How do we assure that we have that Jewish spark in our
lives? We have to set goals for ourselves, to develop absorb-
ing proﬁécts, whether in learning or chessed or any other dvar

ruchnius. Even rabbis know that they must become involved

in important projects if they don’t want to fall into a rut m.their
-J@ ishness, If it's not learning, then it can be creati r
cholim or_hachnassas orchim organization, raising money for
hachnassas kallah, or even getting involved in shidduchim.
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The Torah tells us, “And he loved Rachel more than Leah
.. and Hashem saw that Leah was hated” (Bereishis 29:30-
31). Can it be that the great and holy Jacob hated his wife
Leah? Heaven forbid, writes Rav Shimon Schwab. Ve’ahavta

le’rei’acha kamocha! Love your neighbor as yourself. If the
Torah tells us to love our neighbors, we certainly have to love
our wives at least as much. There is, therefore, absolutely no
doubt that Jacob loved Leah.

What then does the Torah mean by telling us that “Leah
was hated”? ‘
—PHere Rav Schwab makes a very insightful observation. In
any love relatiohship, he writes, the person loved must be

paramount to all others. Anything less is tantamount to hate.

If a person has two wives and loves one more than the other,
the wife less loved is by definition the hated one. A wife has
to be the focus of her husband’s love, the object of his

absolute and undivided devotion. Rachel enjoyed that posi- -

tion. Leah did not. Therefore, Hashem considered her to be
hated.

;The same applies to the Juri anochi. The Torah tells us to
love Hashem, to make Him the focus of our lives. Hashem
cannot play second fiddle, not to the business, not to the
firm, not to anything else whatsoever.
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There is a positi\gfcommandment in the Torah to cry
out and sound the trumpets for any calamity that
befalls the community ... and this is_an aspect of
repentance, for when a misfortune occurs and they cry
out and sound the alarm, all will realize that it was
because of their sinful actions that evil befell them, and
this will cause the calamity to subside. However, if they.
do not cry out ... but rather say this is but an act of{
nature, and this misfortune is but an accident, a random
occurrence, this is a manner of cruelty and causes them”
to continue their sinful ways, and this calamity will lead
to further misfortune. This is what is written in the
Torah, g rpn2 D3Ry %M M2 "y nnazm, If you
will walk contrary to Me, then I will walk contrary to
you also in fury” (Vayikra 26:27-28), which means,
When [ bring upon you misfortune in order to awaken
you to teshuvah, and you say that it is just an act of
nature, I will increase upon you such acts of nature
(Rambam, Hilchos Taaniyos 1-3).

o

37 _
Iﬁ} need of explanation is why Rambam describes the practice of
attributing ¢alamities that befall us to chance acts of nature as being

"a manner of cruelty” rather than simply as heresy.

In order to understand Rambam’s meaning, we must first consider
another Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 121,5). In the time -of
Mashiach, says Rambam, the world will follow its natural course and
no changes in nature will take place. There will be no famine or war,
no jealousy or competition; luxuries will be plentiful. Furthermore,
sickness will be non-existent and people will live hundreds of years.

How can Rambam both say that no changes will occur in nature,
and describe a world seemingly so far removed from our own?
Rambam, it would seem, means that our world is unnatural. The
natural world — the one Hashem intended — is the world he is
describing.

s Imagine a hospital for crippled people which hires others in
wheelchairs for every position: the doctors, nurses, maintenance
personnel are all cripples. A crippled child born in that hospital, who
never ventured out of its premisess, would grow up thinking that the
natural state of man is to be confined to a wheelchair. Upon meeting
a_person who could walk freely, he would assume that he was
witnessing something supernatural.

~J So too was Gan Eden the original blueprint for the world. Due,
however, to Adam and Chavah'’s sin, the tragedies and calamities that
we_view today as natural became commonplace. To us the original
state of nature seems supernatural, and the world of imperfection and

misery natural.
38 Hashem is a God of kindness, and His sole intention in creatin

the world ‘'was to bestow everlasting good upon_man. His_real
desire is to provide man with the ideal environment within which
to_earn the World to Come. When man _sins, however, Hashem
brings upon hlm misfortune to awaken him to repent and to _atone

>'l*{for his sin.

mercy.

If, however, one views human suffering as the result of chance,
purposeless events, God becomes, in his eyes, not a kind, benevolent
Creator, but a cruel One Who created a world full of needless,
meaningless suffering. Since we are enjoined to emulate Hashem’s
attributes, one who views Him as cruel and arbitrary will act
accordingly. Thats why Rambam depicts this philosophy as
“manner of cruelty.”

—* On Yom Tov, we recite in our Mussaf prayers, ‘“Because of our sins
have we been exiled from our land.” Let us strengthen our
udderstanding that the tragedies that beset us as individuals and as
a nation, are all expressions of Hashem's desire to awaken us to our
imperfection, to chastise us as a _merciful parent chastises a child
he cares for and wants to divert from a self-destructive path. If we

do, we will merit to once again see the true natural world of
perfection.
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Ho R. Firseh

Your going with Me is only ». Your acting in accordance with My

Will is not your only intention and is not the result of a decision on

your part. Your foremost resolve is not to obey Me, not to do_only My

Will. You no longer are opposed to My Will as a matter of principle
but My Will is not important to you. Other considerations determine

your way of life, and you leave it to chance whether this brings you

into conflict or accord with Me.
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